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January 12, 2012
To: Parent/Guardians
From: Fr. Juan, S. Theresa, S. Barbara

On Wednesday, January 11, 2012 the Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Thomas Chadzutko, and our pastor, Father Juan, addressed the teachers, the present advisory board of our school, and the parents regarding the Diocesan Strategic Plan, “Preserving the Vision”. The talks included the progress of “PTV” and its effects on the schools, including the benefits that have come as a result of this plan. For information about “PTV” go to www.csptv.org
Since 2008, seventeen parish schools have become academies.  The academy model has a two tier governance structure consisting of a member board (pastors of more than 1 parish along with Dr. Chadzutko and Bishop Frank Caggione) and a board of directors (people with expertise in marketing, finance, development and building/facilities). 
This new structure enables the principals to focus on the “day to day” educational administration of the school and also broadens the lay involvement in the school. This model also brings about multiple partnerships with businesses, financial institutions, universities, and potential donors and grants.  
Dr. Chadzutko announced that our school will be one of 10 parish schools in Brooklyn and Queens to transition to an academy in September 2012.

All three groups: teachers, advisory boards and parents had the opportunity to ask questions and voice concerns which were then addressed by the Superintendent.  The main difference of the new academy is a structural difference.  Our school will retain its mission, in the spirit of Saint Francis of Assisi and the “day to day” life will remain the same.

Parents will have a more focused involvement as the Board of Directors invite them to serve on sub committees.  The Board of members and the administration are in the process of securing resumes for potential directors.

Once the directors are in place, they will go to specific trainings so as to fully understand their role for the new school year.  In the next few months, we will receive an acknowledgment from New York State that St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Academy will open in September, 2012.
We know that some of you were unable to attend this important meeting. Our scheduled Home School Association Meeting on Wednesday, February 1, 2012 at 6:15 pm. will be an opportunity to further clarify this information.
Reminders:   Catholic Schools Week for 2012 begins on Sun. Jan. 29th with the 12:30 Liturgy at St. Francis of Assisi-St. Blaise Church. Please join us.
On Wednesday, February 1st, our school for a special visit from Bishop Frank Caggiano, the Vicar General for the Diocese of Brooklyn. 
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